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Site Characterisation Professional Services Support (SCPSS) 
Strategy Update
17 February 2026
RFI Output:
Following the response from the RFI and internal discussions, NWS has made several changes to the strategy on how it will progress the procurement of the SCPSS Framework.
Lots 
The main changes are to the Lots that were included within the initial RFI and specifically the removal of ‘Lot 4 – Laboratory analyses and reference method development’, from the Framework structure. It has been determined that the requirements for this Lot were too specialised to be captured within the framework scope, and a further review of options was required, on how best deliver this element. 
The market engagement from the RFI showed that there is a good appetite for the framework and NWS has reviewed the questions and comments raised as part of that RFI process. As a result, NWS has put together a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document (GDF-NWS-SCPS-AXX-CC-CS-000011) which addresses those questions and comments that we thought appropriate.
Contract 
At the current time NWS are developing the Framework Agreement for this procurement which is based on NEC4 and utilises the Professional Services Contract (PSC) and Professional Services Short Contract (PSSC) for the Work Orders/Call Offs. 
Next Steps:
The next stage of the market engagement is to hold the Webinar, on the 9th March 2026, which will provide more detail on both the Technical and Commercial aspects of our strategy. NWS will seek and support suppliers to submit questions prior to and during the Webinar that they wish to be answered in the Webinar.  These questions will be anonymised.  It will ensure that all suppliers are getting the same information.
Following on from the Webinar NWS shall make themselves available for individual engagement sessions to go through specific agenda items set by interested suppliers in relation to the information shared in the Webinar, documents shared via the NWS website or other questions and clarifications related to the SCPSS procurement.  Again, where appropriate NWS would anonymise these questions into a FAQ format, w which would incorporate all questions that have been answered by NWS..
Prior to the formal Tender Notice being published we shall be providing further documentation where possible to the NWS website to provide an opportunity for the market to engage with us and clarify aspects
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